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The Eplrok's 


PREFACE. 


HE following learned, elaborate, curi- 
ous and antient Fragment, Was commu- 
nicated to me by a celebrated Gomerian, 
Profeſſor of the Univerſity of Combrigue, 4 
few Days before the Publication of a certain 
Pamphlet, entitled and call'd, An Authentick 
Account of the extraordinary Proceedings, 
&c; Upon the Appearance of which Piece, 
the above Gentleman came and demanded his 
Manuſcript again, and paid me for my Trou- 
ble, in taking off an Impreſſion of ten thou- 
ſand; laying me under an Obligation at the 
ſame Time to burn them, and not make them 
paſs off as waſle Paper. I accordingly threw 
them afide, but taking one of the Sheets up the 


1 other Day, my Conſcience miſgave me for con- 
4 . 


(iv) 
fenting to the deſtroying ſ much good Print 
and Paper, and ſbewing one of them to my 
Author, who told me they were 0 of ere 
Value on account of the Matter — in 
them (which, by the Way, I knew nothing of) 
T was reſolv'd at all Hazards, to waſh my 
Hands of the Guilt of being acceſſary to the 
hiding them from the World any longer. I 
therefore made ſome ſearch after the Profeſſor 
but could not find him, to return him his Mo- 
ney : So being ſatisfied with the Fuſtice of my 
Intention, in not wronging him, I throw this 
Work into the Hands of the Publick, not in 
the leaſt doubting but they will think them- 
ſelves as much oblig d to me for ſelling it them, 
as I. ſball be to them for buying it; having 
allow'd it at fo eaſy a Rate as Sixpence, to 
Jhew I have no mercenary Vie zew in this Affair. 
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* * * * #* No ſooner had the poor old 
Gentlewoman ſwallow'd the Pills, which ſhe 


had before vomited up, but ſhe began to keck 
and ſtrain moſt violently; it was, however, 


now impoſſible to diſcharge them the ſame 

Way again; Tom and Mun having taken ſuch 
effectual Means to make them ſtay within her. 
It was, nevertheleſs, beyond all their Art and 
Quackery to make her digeſt them, for they 
were of ſo damn'd a Compoſition, that they 
remain'd (and it is thought ever will remain) 
a Clog, or, as the Poet ſays, rudis indigeſtaque 
Moles upon her STomacn, Her Sickneſs now 


began to increaſe hourly, which made her very 


wy ___ uneaſy 


Xn) 


uneaſy under the Hands of her Doctors, but 


her ill State of Body had ſo much reduc'd her, 


that ſhe could make no Efforts to diſengage 
herſelf from them; which, however, could ſhe 
have done, would have been now fruitleſs; the 


younger Part of the Houſe being kept at a 
| Diſtance, and forbidden ever to offer the leaſt 
Affiſtance to her, and the major Part of the 
Elders, who were in a Capacity of doing it, 
brow-beaten or cajol'd by the Authority of 
Jom and Mun; who could not fail however, 


of being ſomewhat concern'd at the Indiſpoſi- 


tion of the old Lady, as the Mal- effects, or 


Non- ſucceſs of their Preſcriptions, would be an 
Impeachment to their Judgment in Phyſick; 
and yet how to remedy the preſent Caſe, or to 
ſcreen themſelves from the flagrant Imputation 
of ignorant Quacks, and Pretenders, was a very 
difficult Point; as the Application of Water- 
gruel, and other Laxatives, to make their Pills 
paſs off eaſy, would entirely ruin their Scheme, 


and rather be aſſiſtant to the preſent Looſeneſs 


of the old Gentlewoman, than any way con- 


ducive to the End propos'd ; which was, that 
of keeping her as tight as a Drum, upon which 


they might have a Rally, whenever they had a 
Mind to it, without being at the Trouble of 

bracing it 
Accordingly, they had a Conſultation upon 
what was beſt to be done in the Affair; and 
finding, upon ſtrict Examination, that their 
5  Phyſic 
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Phyſic had almoſt poiſon'd their Mother, and 


that the Effect of it would be a laſting Diſorder, 
perhaps as long as ſhe liv'd; her Head being 
prodigiouſly wweaken'd, and all her other noble 
Parts conſiderably depriv'd of their former 


Force and Vigour: Tom and Mun therefore, 


with thoſe of their Comrades who were admit- 
ted near her Perſon, agreed that nobody ſhould 
come to her but themſelves, and that they 


would give it out ſhe was perfectly recover'd, 
and in a very good State of Health : But (fear- 


ing leſt the younger Part of the Houſe might 
not keep themſelves in ſuch cloſe Bounds as 
they had done during their Mother's Sickneſs, 
but might get hallooing and making a Noiſe 
in the Court Yard, and about, which would 
be very prejudicial to the good Woman's Eaſe, 
and real Recovery) they reſolv'd to keep a 


ſtrict Eye over them, and to confine them, if 


poſſible, much cloſer than before, pretending a 
Fear of their Mother's Relapſe. 

The Scheme being, as above concerted, the 
Inſpection of the young Ones, which indeed 
belong'd to him as one of the elder Brothers, 
was gladly undertaken by Dun, who wanted 
ſadly to ingratiate himſelf with the Head Bro- 
thers, that he might come in ſnacks for the 


Honour of taking Care of the Old Lady, and 


her Family, a 
Nowy Dun was univerſally hated among the 


Boys, becauſe he us'd to carry a great Stick in 
B 2 his 


in general, a Parcel of unlucky Rogues; but as 
they 


4). 


his Hand to frighten them Moms from their 
Play, making them come in by Daylight to go 
to Bed, or read good Books, for which Reaſon 
Whenever his Back was turn'd, they would 
make Faces at him, and us'd to beryme him, 


calling out hoo! Doctor Proctor boo ! 


Doctor Proctor, and ſo on; for which, how- 
ever, Whenever he catch'd them, he down'd 
with their Apple Carts, and made them ſmart 


for it. 


CHAP. XII. 


„ h 0 960 50 00 23 
E „ * 1 Now, out of the great 
Number of Children in this Family, there were 


a ſelect Company who had been educated for 


ſome Time at a noted Free School, ſome Miles 
diſtant, which was founded by one Lady Betty, 


a Gentlewoman of great Honour and Reputa- 


tion in her Neighbourhood, and Miſtreſ of the 
Manor; whoſe Name the ſaid School Boys, out 
of Gratitude to their Benefactreſs, pay a parti- 
cular Regard to. 


It was at this School, that they learned to 


Read and Write, and had a Character given 


them for their Honeſty. It is true, they were 


„ 
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they minded to con their Leſſons and thum'd 
their Books heartily, they might very well 
be forgiven a few miſchievous Tricks, ſuch 


as breaking a few Windows or ſo. 


Now Dun had a mortal Antipathy to all 
this Clan in particular; becauſe they were 
the moſt forward cf any other to make Fun 
of him: Beſide, happening one Day to re- 
primand one of them for his Irregularities, 


and to tell him he intended to be more ſe. 


vere for the future; what does Pert do (for 
that was his Name) but the firſt Opportunity 
he had of ſpeaking to his Comrades, com- 
plained grievouſly againſt his Diſcipline, „ tel- 
ling them that Tack Truant and 7emmy Ho- 


liday were almoſt eat up with the Hip, and 


yet the old Dog took their Marbles away 


and would not let them divert themſelves, 


nor let em ride a Cockhorſe nor drive a Hoop, 
but call'd them in to read the Pilgrim's 


> Progreſs, and other damn'd Trumpery, which 


was infufterable, 
His Companions were no Ways behind 
hand with him, and accordingly unboſom'd 


themſelves and repeated their Grievances at 


large ; concluding in the End to regard him 
no longer: One of them ſwearing (for the 
Rogues would ſwear now and then) that he'd 


_ 4 ride without aſking Leave of. any of them. 


A ſecond cried, by Goles, he'd play at Puſp- 


« Fs 
1 


pin, and Tau, for all any of the old Dons of 
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thi Houſe. A third, equally poſitive, ſwore 
ſo would he, and have Sugar upon his Bread 
and Butter whenever he pleaſed. A fourth 
ſaid they were in the right on't, for he would 
not be impos'd on neither by any ſuch old 


Frigs. A fifth join'd in their Sentiments, 


and in ſhort moſt of the Company agreed to- 
gether, and wiſh'd to G—d they had the 
flogging the Buttocks of all the whole Tribe 
of theſe Figgamarie Raſcals, 

This Cabal in the End, however, prov'd 
of no Service at all to them, for ſome Body 


or other (as there will be to be found ſome 


poor, pitiful, mean-ſpirited Raſcals among 


the beſt of Fellows) took Care to inform Old 


Dun of what had paſſed, who immediately 
upon hearing it, ſhook his Stick, and vow'd 


Revenge againſt the whole Body of them, 


and only wiſh'd for an Opportunity to ſhew 


the Veracity of his Intentions. 


| Now it happen'd ſoon after this, that the 
Anniverſary of Lady Betty's Birth- day call'd 
moſt of them together, for they were all 


very careful to commemorate and celebrate 


this Day; and accordingly us'd to meet at a 
little Alehouſe, hard by their Mother's Houſe, 
where they us'd to have Vigs and Ale, and 
be as merry as ſo many Crickets, 

It was with no little Pleaſure that Dun 
heard of this Merry-making, at which he was 
reſolv'd, at all Hazards, to ſatiate his Toes. 

| 0 
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great Impatience, expecting the Hour at 


\* which the little Ones ſhould be in and a Bed, 
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of Revenge upon the young Ones, and to 
ſhew his Brothers Tom and Mun what a cle- 


ver Fellow he was, and how fit for the Truſt 


and Buſineſs he was employ'd in. 
The Day being come, he waited with 


fearing all the while leſt they ſhould come 


home and diſappoint him. 


He therefore reſolv d to be as ſoon as poſ- 
ſible with them, ſo went and ſet the Clock 
at home faſter than uſual, expecting it to 


ſtrike, with one Foot over the Threſhold, that 
he might have it to ſay, he had not left home 


primand again. 
catch them all half drunk; and Egad if I 
1 do; 


before the Clock ſtruc. And further, that 


nothing might be wanting to haſten the Exe- 


cution of his Deſign, he called to his Man 
to carry his Staff for him. — Come along, 


Fetch, ſays he, come along; — if I don't 


take the Dogs napping now may I never re- 
I hope to G—d I ſhall 


| — but come along, —— come along, 
Fetch. Come, — we have no Time to 


4 loſe. 


With all theſe Advantages he ſet forward 


the Moment he heard the Bell ſound the firſt 


Time; tho' there are ſome who aſſert he 
was out of all Patience, and had gotten half 
May before even his own Clock ſtruck : But 
of this we will not be poſitive. 


It 


have acquainted him of his intended Viſit. 


(8) 


It is certain, however, hearrived (as Luck 


_ would have it) ſcarce a Minute too ſoon for 


him ; for the Youngſters were paying their 
Reckoning to come away juſt as he enter'd; 
and were only delay'd by gathering a Half- 
penny a piece round for the Drawer, 

Now there happen'd to be among them 
ſeveral of the elder Brothers, one of which 
was Chairman for the Night, to whom by 
good Rights aſſiduous Dun ſhould have ſent 
Word he was coming ; but, as that would 
have delay'd ſome little Time, which was of 
the utmoſt Conſequence, he could not pre- 
vail upon his Impatience to do it. 

He therefore burſt into the Room with- 


out Ceremony, to the no little Diſturbance 


of their Mirth and Jollity; which as ſoon as 
he had done he endeavoured to frighten them 
all with his ſour Looks, but finding they 
were not ſo eaſily terrified as he expected, 


he turn'd pale with Malice and Diſappoint- 


ment ; and, knitting his Brows at the young 
Ones, he bid them be gone home to Bed.— 


I don't know, ſays he, what Buſineſs Chil. 
dren have fotting at an Alebouſe at this Time 
of Night. — Vou won't be ſo eager to riſe in 
the Morning.— But I'll — he was here = 
interrupted by Snap, the Chairman, Who 


repreſented to him how remiſs he had been 


in his Reſpe& to himſelf, and that he ſhould 
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To which he added, pray Mr. Dun, pleaſe 
to obſerve none of the Boys have drank too 
much. 


Dun ſeeing what Mr. Chairman ſaid was 


too true, was exceſſively angry at it, for he 
Was in Hopes, as before has been obſerv d, 


to have caught them Half coc d, from which 


' he would have had a fine Handle to have 
accus'd them before Mun. 


The Boys ſeeing Dun fo diſconcerted, 


could not Gr laughing at him, and ap- 


plauding every Thing that was ſaid in their 
Favour by their Chairman ; whom they 


| call'd a good Fellow, a jolly Heart, for ſtand- 


ing up in their Defence: Not that they them- 
{elves ſhould have been afraid of him, had 
they been alone, if it was not for his great 


Stick, in fear of which they durſt not ſay 
much to him; for that damn'd Stick was of 
great Force, and might be juſtly call'd in- 

© deed a Knock-down Argument, 


However, what they dar'd they did ; (for 


$ it was the oreateſt Pain in the World to re- 
ſtrain themſelves on this Occaſion) they ac- 
© cordingly laugh'd very heartily at the old 


Codger, (as they call'd him) made Faces at 


him as uſual, and were not a little noiſy in 


commending every Thing that was offer'd in 


1 their Favour: For they began now to banter 
; 4 him, which they did ſo gravely, that the 


2 old — who was ſomewhat ſhort- 
© _ Gohited, 


heard them. 
plied Dun; and I'll ſwear they did halloo, 


(10) 
ſighted, could not ſee whether they made 
Game of him or no: Some of them aſking 
him to ſuck a Bit of ſop'd Wig and taſte a 
little Ale with them. Which Terms, how- 
ever civil in themſelves, were, artfully 
enough, flung to affect his good Temper. 
They took Care, however, to ſay nothing 


Criminal in his hearing, for fear of i incurring 


the Diſpleaſure of his great Stick; a Circum- 


ſtance which was more vexatious to him 


than had been the moſt opprobious Terms 
and bare-fac'd Inſults they could have put 
on him; which would have afforded him 
ſufficient Matter to execute the Vengeance 
his Reſentment prompted him to. 

He ſtaid, upon this, fome time, in Hopes 


to ſnap up ſomething or other that he 


might make uſe of to their Prejudice; but, 
finding the Rogues too wary and cunning 
for him, he tucked up his Tail in a Huff 
and trudg'd home, — on what he 


could do againſt them. 


He had not gone far, before he ſtopt ſhort, 
as if he had forgot ſomething, and turning 


back to his Staff-bearer, pray Fetch, fays he, 


did not thoſe Raſcals halloo when I firſt en- 


ter'd their Club-room? Not that I heard, 
Sir, ſays Fetch; and if they had, as I ſtuck 
clofe to your Heels, I muſt certainly have 
Ay, but they did tho', re- 


or 


Thing? 
drank to the Maſter of Lady Betty's School, 
wWbo taught them all to read; Doctor — 


Devil! 
Fealths to the Devil ! Very pretty I muſt 
- confeſs! 
drink Healths to the Devil. 
hear of this I'm reſolv'd. 
cCried Fetch, (as ſoon as he could get a Word 
in) they did not drink to the Devil! — — Ay, 
but they did tho', ſays Dun, and I'll ſwear 
they did too, 70 the beſt of my Remembrance, 


{ 11) 


or utrerd Words to the ſame Purpoſe, ——— 


And pray, continues he, whoſe Health was 


that they drank juſt before we came away 


—1 have a confus'd Idea of ſome ſuch 
O, Sir, anſwered Fetch, they 


Doctor O] Dactor Nich Nich 
I can't think of his Name. Nich ſays 
Dun, What, Old Nick! Why that's the 
Pretty Fellows indeed! Drink 


Faith this will juſt do; 
Mun ſhall 
No, Sir,“ no, 


If 1 may be ſo bold, Sir, ſays Perch, to 


| _ adviſe you, I would your Reverence would | 
take care what you ſwear ; the Scripture, 


you know, Sir, lays, Fer not at all. 


At this, Dun turning round in a great Paſ- 
kon, Pray who are you, Sir, ſays he, that 


you 'preſume to adviſe and counſel me? 


I beg your Reverence's Pardon, Sir, n 
Fetcb, it was only out of Tenderneſs to your 
9 Perſon that I — 
turns Dun, I tell you I will not ſwear it, 


— Well, well then, re- 


but, 1 will alledge it, which is not point 
C 3 


here: 
Dun, ſappoſe I ſhould not, am not 1 the 


him before? 


rant you, 


(18 } 


blank ſwearing ; beſide, tho I did ſwear, I 
ſhall put in, or Words to that Purpoſe, and 
to the bet of my Remembrance, Now 
Words may be converted to any Purpoſe; if 
not fotidem Verbis, as the learned Lord Pe- 


| fer has obſerv'd, yet 7otidem literis: And 


then my Remembrance may be as bad, or as 
good, as I pleaſe to have it : For, upon Oc- 


caſion, a Man may forget what he knows to 


be true, and remember what he never heard 
in his Life-time, and there's a Salvo for that 
you know. Indeed, Sir, ſays Petch, 
I thought that. —Ay, indeed you thought! 


1 hope you will give me Leave to know, — 


But, I hope, Sir, cried Fetch, you are ſafe 
- Phoo ! you F ool you, replied 


oldeſt of all thoſe who are younger than I ? 
Is not that great Stick mine? Am not J 
Hand and Glove with Tom and Mun? What 
a Pox! Sure I may ſay and do as I pleaſe! 
Egad, and I will too; and [I'll hie to Mun 
directly, and it ſhall go hard but I make 
ſome of them ſmoke 3 Pray, do you 
know who that was that laugh'd in my 
Face, I don't remember ever to have ſeen 
No, Sir, cried Fetch, in- 
deed I did not know him : —— Ay well, 
replied Dun, it is not much Matter, there's 
enow of them ; I can pick out one 1 war⸗ 


T bey 
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1 They had ſaid thus much, when they ar- 
— riv'd at Home, where * * * * 
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141 HE Outcry and Diſturbance in the 
— Houſe, made by the Children of La- 
89 dy Betty's School, did not make the Old 
"= Gentlewoman their. Mother a little uneaſy, 
Re for they kept ſuch a confounded Noiſe be- 
[ ? low Stairs, that it aggravated her Diſtemper, 
1 and made her in a manner delirious; inſo- 
at much that ſhe often gave great Screams, and 
p} 8 called out to know what was the Matter; 
un upon which, ſeveral of the young Ones 
ke (taking the Opportunity of Tom, Mun, and 
ou Dun, being buſy in Conſultation concerning 
iy their Companions) ran up Stairs, where they 
en ' ſaw their poor Mother in a very deplorable 
n- Situation indeed; and which they had no 
ll looner ſaw, (after having been told ſhe was 
es perfectly recover'd) but "ſome of them im- 
Ts mediately return'd and acquainted their 


Comrades how finely they had been hum- 
— " ER bug'd 


. (14) 


bug'd by thoſe Raſcals, Tom, and Mun; for 


that the Old Lady was now ten thouſand 
Times worſe than before. 
This Piece of Information added freſh 


Fuel to their Reſentment, and ſo far enrag'd 


them that nothing was heard but Curſes and 
Exclamations againſt the Governors of the 


Houſe; who, equally exaſperated to find 


themſelves thus expos'd, enter'd into a Com- 

bination to avenge themſelves on their little 

Brothers, let the Event be what it would, 
Tom, Mun, and Dun, accordingly came 


into their Mother s Apartment, and thruſt- 


ing every Body elſe out, down they fat. 
The Old Gentlewoman, defiring to know 
the Occaſion of the Tumult and Diſtur- 


bance, was anſwer'd, prithee Mother hold 


your Tongue, and don't be impertinently 
inquiſitive, but try if you can't get a little 
Sleep, leave us to the Management of your 
Family. I warrant you, we'll do better for 

you than you can do for yourſelf, you know 
very well we have been dutiful Children to 


you, and have always had a great Regard 


for yourſelf, as well as for onr Brothers, and - 
ay, ay, interrupted the Old Lady, very 


dutiful indeed! you have given me lately, 


very convincing Proofs of your Duty and 


Regard !—I am almoſt poiſon'd with your 


Officiouſneſs, and the Lord knows whether 
or no I ſhall ever recover, —I tell you, 4 
will 
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will not have my little Boys impos'd on.— 
Impos d on, Madam, ſays Mun, ay, impos'd 
on, I ſay, replied the Old Gentlewoman — 


Don't frown at me, you Raſcal, don't, nor 
ſhew any of your Airs, ſays ſhe, clenching 


her Fiſt, (for ſhe began now to be a little 


angry) I hope to G—d I ſhall recover this 


Bout, and if I do, I ſhall turn you out of 
your Office, you, Fack, you, I aſſure you— 


Pho obo, ſays Mun, you are lighthead- 


ed, Goody, you don't know what you ſay; 


if you are not eaſy, we muſt be oblig'd, out 


of Love and Tenderneſs to your Perſon, to 
have you tied down in the et. 


This Motion was highly approv'd of, and 
accordingly, they order'd the Women Ser- 


vants to faſten her down, and barbarouſly 


' inſiſted on their holding a Handkerchief to 


her Mouth, for fear ſhe ſhould cry out, and 


| betray their inhuman Proceedings; in which 


Situation we muſt leave the poor ill- treated 
Lady in the greateſt Agonies, and attend 
Meſſieurs Tom, Mun, and Dun, into another 
Apartment, where they withdrew to conſult 
on this Affair, * * * Sc. 


* * * He. 


* * * Sc. 


| For my Part, fays Tom, I would adviſe 
you to horſe them all, (I have ſeveral excel- 
len Rods in Piſs) and whip their Buttocks 

Wl 
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till you flea them; and make them as raw as 
a Piece of Beef. 


Ay, but, ſays Mun, how. ſhall we act with 


reſpect to the old Lady ? who knows but 


ſhe may expire under our Hands? Damn 


her, cried Tom, an headſtrong Old Witch. 


Why won't ſhe be rul'd by us? why won't 
ſhe let us do as we pleaſe? Ay, ay, put in 


Dan, that would be right; it is but juſt that 
{he ſhould, and if I might counſel, I would 


adviſe you, Mun, to deal a little ſeverely 
with the young Ones, and if you can but 
keep our Mother juſt alive, it will do the 


more feeble ſhe is, the leſs will ſhe be able 


to contradict any Step you may be willing 


to take, and tho' ſhe were dead and damn'd, 


1 will ſwear and alledge it to the World, that 
ſhe is alive, and in a fair Way. 


What you adviſe, Brother Dun, ſays 7 om, 
is in all Reſpects very good, for you know 
if ſhe ſhould get well again, ſhe has it in her 
Power to call together a Mov of our other 
Brothers, who may ruin our Meaſures and 


| Intentions. 


Why 


order, and do as J pleaſe; and J ſee no Rea- 
ſon at all why or wherefore I ſhould not, 
ſince Mr, Standiſh, our Father in Law ap- 
proves very much of my Proceedings ———T 


can't think why my Fower ſhould be tinted 
by 


- +5 4 3} 4 
r 2 


ay, FED s the Thing, FO Mun, 


all I want is to command, and direct, RE, 


( 17 * 

by: any of my younger Brothers; tho they 
are old enou gh to have Beards on cher 
Faces. 

After a long Conference i in this ker, 
it was agreed that Dan ſhould bring an Ac- 
cuſation againſt the chief of the Clan, and 
that they, with the whole Body of them, 
ſhould come before Mun the next Day, and 
_ anſwer for their ill Behaviour as mention'd 
before, (now you are here to remark, that 
Mun, being the Governor of the Houſe, Was 
inveſted with all the Power of Mr. Standiſb 
| himſelf, the Maſter of the Family, and could 

whip the Boys at any Time, whenever he 
pleas'd) that Dun ſhould alſo take ſufficient 
Care to lay an Accuſation ſtrong enough 
againſt them. I believe, ſays Mun, it would 
not be very improper that we ſhould conſult 
a little together, what you had beſt to ſay 
againſt them, Dun, I hope you have a very 
toicint Charge ; ; if you have not I ſhall be 
very ſorry. 

O hol cried Dun, never & you font me, 
never do you trouble yourſelves about that, 
I warrant you I have enough to ſay againſt 
them, let me only put down my Depoſition 
in black and white, and then you ſhall ſee: 
I find you don't know what a Dabjier I am 
at a Depoſition. If 1 don't make the pret= 
tieſt Piece of Work on't yon ever ſaw in 

Jour Life; may I never hope to ſee you re- 
D | 2 
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(8B) 
primand' again, that's all, it is true, I was 
fo vex'd, pleas'd, and perplex'd when I was 
among them, that I could obſerve little or 
nothing; but when J fit down to recollect, 
O, I am a Dog at Recollection! egad, well 
thought of, continued he, I had like to have 
forgotten the beſt Part of the Story: There 
was ſomebody laugh'd in my Face, laugh'd 
in my Face! Mr, Mun, it is true, I don't 
know who he 1s, but I'll ſend for two or 
three of them, and pick out him that I /z%e 
beſt. As for your Parts, you need not con- 
cern, or give yourſelves any farther Trouble 
about it than juſt to write out their Sum- 
mons. I'Il take care of the reſt, and get 
the Accuſation ready, I'll warrant you, 
„ * * Se. 

* * * Ge. 

Dun now went to his own Apartment, 
and immediately diſpatch'd a Meſſenger for 
one or two, not that he knew of or ſuſpect- 
ed one any more than another. 

The Firſt being come, he put ſeveral 
Queſtions relative to the Point, all which he 
anſwer d with ſome Confidence, a Circum- 
ſtance which affected Dun very much, who 
wanted every one to ſtand in fear of him; ; 

which, as he found the Voungſter would 
not do, he provok'd him to be as impertinent 
as poffible, and difmiſs'd him; not without 
tak ing Notice of his ill Behaviour. pt 

„ EG: After 


(19) 
After this, the Second underwent the ſame 
Examination, with ſome added Severity ; for 
he was to be the principal Offender : As 
Dun only diſmiſs'd the former, becauſe he 
thought it would ſeem more as if he knew 
the Party offending, by denying one to be 


him, and inſiſting upon another ; he there- 


fore demanded of the Second, why, and 


' Wherefore he dar'd to take the Liberty of 
laughing, and inſulting him in his Duty, 
adding, that he would /ook over his Noſe, 


and cut him as ſmall as a Horſe, at which 
Threats the young One could not poſſibly 


forbear Smiling, upon which, Dun bounc'd 


into a violent Paſſion, and W out, what 


do you make Game of me, you Dog eT 


ſhall cut your Head off, and ſend your A— 


 @ begging; at this my young Gentleman 


burſt into exceſſive Laughter, to the great 
Diſappointment and Rage of Dun, who, 
now finding he could do no good with him, 
told him, it did not fignify denying that 
he was the Party that had abus'd him, for 


it was very evident; indeed, Sir, ſays the 
Voungſter, I can't poſſibly forbear laughing 


now, but upon my Word and Honour, I 
am not the Perſon you take me for. 
What do you deny it ſtill? ſays Dun; 
yes, replied ihe other, and ever will. 
What! Will you deny i it to Mun? ſays Dun, 
=". Sir, anſwered the other; — 0, 


C 
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(20) 


very well then, Sir, anſwered. Dun, you may 


if you pleaſe, but the Conſequence will be, 


you'll be turn'd out of Doors young Gentle- 
man, I can tell you but that. De faut mon 


Cæur, fays the Youngſter, the Comfort is, 


I can live without being beholden to you or 


my Mother either, and therefore you may 


uſe your Pleaſure on Chuff, and * good 
bye to you. 
6:6 00.99.09 6.6 * 


„ * % # » 1 %* * * * 


* * * * * * Mun * * got in- 
to his great Chair, but the Lads were 


call'd into the large Hall, and were order'd 


to ſtand out before him and his head Bro- 


| thers; when Dun began to hobble out his 


Depoſition, which was indeed, as he had 
promis d, the moſt extraordinary Thing ever 


| before ſeen. His Accuſations. were levell'd 


againſt the Whole of the Company in ge- 
neral ; and againſt Snap, Catch, and two or 
three others in particular. But, as tis poſſi- 


ble the World will not be eaſy to be deprivd 
of ſo valuable a Piece, we ſhall 2 them 


the Subſtance of it. 


Dun alledges ard, That thy urd bim ill. 
Secondly, That they us'd bim very ill, 
Further, That they us'd bim ill indeed, 
Furthermore, That they did uſe Lim ill. 

| And, 


— 


(21) 

And, That they inſulted bim. 
Alſo, 7 hat tbey did inſult him. 
Beſides, That he was inſulted by tbem. 


To this, They ſneer'd at bim, or, Words 
to that Effect. 


vet, That he believ'd they did not freer af 


Him. 
Further, That he believ'd they did ſieer at bim. 
Add to this, That they laugb' d on the wrong 
Side of their Mouths, which, as he 


takes it, is a Diſtortion of Features; 
and nothing better than going maſk'd, 


Laſtly, That they drank a Health to Old 
Nick, which, as he takes it, is the 
Devil, and all to their non Inter- 
ruption by Duns, 


Further, That ſomebody laueh'd in bis 
Face, but who it was he did not 
then know, yet afterwards found it 
out by ſending for two ſaſpected Per- 
ſons who denied it, which Piece of 
Bebaviour be takes to be an Tnfalt ; 
and alledges that the firſt, or e ie : the 
ſecond, or elſe ſomebody elſe, is the 
very Man that abus'd him, and this 
he will foear to. * 
No 
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Was a good Fellow, and not eaſily put out 


(22) 


No ſooner was this Maſter-piece of Elo- . 
cution deliver'd, but the Heads wriggled their * 
Tails about, and ſhrugg'd up their Shoulders, 
in filent Commendation of ſo finiſh'd, ſo 
compleat, and fo reaſonable a Depoſitian ; 3 
ſo elegantly expreſs'd and yet fo copiouſyy 
inſiſted on. As to Tom, he could not con- 
tain himſelf, but came running to Dun, r 
clap him on the Back, and pit in his Mouth, 


to expreſs his Approbation. On the other 
Side, nothing was heard from the young 


Ones, but a long continued Laugh in Deri- 


ſion of it. 80 widely did their different In- 
tereſts part their Judgments ! 


CHAP, XIV. 


FT E R Dun had read his Depoſition, 
well, ſays Mun, do you hear, you 
young Raſcals, what your Brother Dun has 
aſſerted againſt you? Do you hear? I fay, 
Don't you deſerve to be flogg'd now as long 
as a Man can ſtand over you? But come, 
Sirs, let's hear what you have to ſay for your- 
ſelves : Come, — come, pray let's hear. 
| Accordingly, Catch, one of the elder Bro- 
thers, ſtood out, and very boldly, (for ge 


of Countenance) enter'd into the Merits of 
the 


"T3 
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Y | ha Canſe, told Mun that their Mother had 


been rather oblig'd to them than otherwiſe, 

for taking Care of their younger Brothers; 
and, after having prov'd Dun to be a damn'd 
4 Lyar, and his whole Depoſition to be a Falſhood, 


cConcluded with deſiring Mun to think him- 


ſelf and his Fraternity of Lady Betty's School 
entirely innocent of what was laid to their 
| Charge. 8 

. Snap, after him, ſtood out, and to the 
ſame Effect defended himſelf, and prov'd 
the above Depoſition to be a ttupid, n 


cious Inſinuation. 


The reſt of the Defendants, who were. 


: particularized in the Accuſation, pleaded 


| themſelves innocent with a great deal of 


Art and Wit; for, tho' the Rogues knew 
themſelves a little tardy, yet they knew too 
that it was their wiſeſt Way, before Mun, 


to ſcreen themſelves if they could. 
Mun having heard both Sides of the Que- 


ſtion, paus'd ſome time, bid them go all 


"| about their Buſineſs, and told them he would 


cConſider on't. 


Having all broken up, away poſt Ton om, 


) Min and Dun to lay their Heads together, 


concerning the Affair. — Cries Tom, Damn 


the Raſcals they are too hard for us with 
their Heads; but our Province lies in the 
Taails. aan have ſome excellent Rods in 
Piſs.— Ay, but, cries Man, ve muſt have 


ſome 


(4) 


ſome Colour of Juſtice, — Damn Juſtice, 
ſays Tom, what ſignifies Juſtice ? Pray who 
is to call us to an Account! ? You know, 
Mr. Standiſh, is a little ſoft, and eafily to 
be impos d on; and then you know our 
Mother now is not in a Condition to gain- 
ſay our Proceedings : : —— That's true, ſays 


Mun, but now you talk about our Mother, 

let us ſtep to ſee how ſhe does, — We ought 

not to be abſent long, leſt ſome of our Bro- 
thers get tampering with her, and you know 
that might be of Conſequence to us. 


Away they ran, upon this, to their Mo- 
ther's Room, where they ſaw her half out 


of Bed, and ſcarcely held in the Arms of 
her Women; ; ſuch Havock did the Phyſick 
make which they had before given her; for 
it was now that it begun to work upon her; 


to help which the Hubbub and Clamour be- 
low Stairs did not a little contribute. 


The Preſence of Tom, Mun and Dun, ra- 
ther aggravated than decreas'd the Violence 
of her Diſtemper, in ſo much that, without 

any Regard to Decency, ſhe jump d out of 


Bed, in her Smock, and was going to fall 
aboard them all three; but Tom ſtopt her 


ſhort, and the others coming in, prov'd too 


ſtrong for her, got her into Bed again; and 
Having tied her with' double Cords, and ſet 


twice or three times the Number of Nurſes 


to attend her, left — and went to pro- 
ceed 


ceed in the other Affair againſt their younger 
Brothers, vhoſe Cauſe ſuffer'd not a little 
| by this Increaſe of their Mother's Diſtemper ; 
for it was immediately attributed by Mun, 

and the reſt, to their Noiſe and Outcry, 
They went in a furious Paſſion, therefore, 
down amongſt them into the Hall, where 
* they were all got together, rejoicing in the 

expected Succeſs of their Defence, imagining 

that even Mun himſelf could not forbear 
giving the Cauſe againſt Dun almoſt whether 
he would or no. 

But how ſadly were they diſappointed, 
1 when Mun getting his head Brothers about 


him, began to reprimand them, telling them, 


— 8 . 
Er 


. 3 he had well weigh'd the Matter ; and that 
„ bor their Inſolence to Dun, and their Irregu- 
larities and Diſturbance to the great Diſtreſs 
and Aggravation of their poor Mother's Ill- 
neſs, the major Part of them ſhould be flogg'd, 
and that Catch ſhould be turn'd Neck or no- 
; tbing out of Doors, and never be permitted 


J o enter them again: Or, as it is in Latin, 
45 omni Gradu ſuſcepto & ſuſcipiendb. 
The Surprize and Confuſion of all my 


lily be imagined ; one curs'd, another ſwore, 
50 third call'd Names; in ſhort, nothing was 
to be heard but Anarchy and wild Uproar, 
t length, Catch, a little recovering, repre- 
ſented how hard a Caſe it was, and aſk'd for 
hat Reaſon he in particular ſhould ſuffer 
1 E $ thus ; » 


rn bd 
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4 oung Gentlemen at this Inſtant cannot ea- 


1 — 


As 


thus; — not conſcious, of having ſaid any 
Thing to give Offence, —"T'was not what you 
faid, fays a reverend head Brother, but you 
know you ſpoke it loud, —Sirrah, we'll have 
a Law made that ſhall ſet all your Voices to 
a proper Key; and whoever dares to exceed 
C, fol, fa, or whatever Note we pitch for 
you, ſhall never have the Liberty of ſpeak- 


ing again: So pack up your Awls, you Raſ- 


cal, and be gone about your Buſineſs. — 

Here Catch turn'd about to appeal to his 
other Brethren, when Mun got up, and told 
him to hold his Tongue, and not pretend 
to breed Diſſentions there; and fairly thruſt 
him out of Doors. 


While this was doing, in came two or 
three of their Mother's Women, one after 


another, to tell them that the old Lady was 


dying; upon which they all ſcamper'd away, | 
and found her ſo ill that tis thought ſhe ne- 


ver will recover this Bout indeed. 


Mun immediately diſpatched a Meſſage to 


Mr. Standiſh; and the enrag'd Catch ſwore _ 


out of his Mother's Houſe, where he has as 


much Right to remain as he has, ſo that tis 
thought there will be the Devil to pay yet. ** 


*I wiſſi to G--d the old Dons may be 
Amok d! ** * * * * * * * * & „ 


— 


by all that's good he'd poſt away to the greet 
Hall that ſtands by Lady Betty's School, 
where fits a Bench of Juſtices and other great 
Men learned in the Laws of this Land, be- 
fore whom he intends to lay the Caſe, and 
to proſecute his Brother Mun for turning him 


